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out his still vague conceptions of intellectual and social reconstruction1. In the first object he succeeded, to the modest measure of his material wants ; the second incurred delay through the interposition, in 1818, of an unfortunate influence which, he confesses, disturbed for a while, without really interrupting, the spontaneous evolution of his thought. He was fascinated by the specious but sophistical pretensions of the Comte de St. Simon2, and drawn within the circle of his School, in common with Thierry, Rodriguez, Bayard, and Enfantin; and it was at his instigation, and in his Review (f Organisateur\ that he produced, in April, 1820, his first published essay, Sommaire Appreciation de l'ense?n-ble du Passe moderns; and it was in sequel to St. Simon's Catechisme des Industriels, and under St. Simon's name, that in May, 1822, he printed a hundred copies of his Plan des Travaux sdentifiques necessazres pour reorgam'ser la Socieie^ which, when reproduced two years after, under his own name, received the second title Systeme de Polifique Positive^ and served henceforth as the intended germ of his future PhilosopMe Positives. Though this essay was declared by St. Simon to present his doctrine of society under too severe and (Aristotelian' an aspect, and to slight its poetic and religious elements, the disagreement cannot have occasioned any total rupture of the young author's relations with him4; for they were prolonged, as he tells us, through six years;. and we find Comte still in the interior circle of confidants who surrounded the deathbed of St. Simon on May 19,1825, and received his warning words, c Not to suppose that religion can ever die, and to remember that without enthusiasm nothing great can,be achieved.' He did not associate himself with the St. Simonian organisation which survived
1 Phil. Pos. VI. Pref. x, xi.                    2 Ibid. Pref. note vii-ix.
3  Pol. Pos. IV. Append. Pref. Gen. iii. and 4. 47.
4  See St. Simon's Preface to Comte's Systeme, CEuvres XXXVIII, Catechisme, 3me Cahier, closing thus : ' Notwithstanding the imperfections which we find in M. Comte's work, from its satisfying only one half of our views, we formally declare that to us it seems the best production ever published on general politics/ p. 5.
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